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tendency for the control of the gild to pass into a few hands ;
and the domination of an oligarchy meant the exclusion of
the journeymen from any share in the direction or administra--
tion of affairs. This must have been resented by the j ourney-
men, and it constituted an additional source of friction.
The Weavers of Hull denied their serving-men a voice in
the election of their aldermen or other officersl. In London
the journeymen Weavers complained in 1444 to the Court
of Aldermen that they had been accustomed to elect wardens
of the mistery, although the masters had the last six years
claimed that the election belonged to them; their conten-
tion failed to win support and judgment was given against
them 2. Again, in 1466, disputes arose among the London
Butchers over the election of wardens and a verdict was
recorded on behalf of the livery 3. But at Beverley the
' journeymen brethren' of the Weavers' gild were allowed
to vote4; while among the Cordwainers of Exeter the
journeymen were directly represented in office, since the
Cordwainers appointed their wardens half from shopkeepers
and half from journeymen5. It was not always the case,
therefore, that journeymen were devoid of all share in the
craft gild or were without ' voice in the proceedings'6, but
the tendency would be more and more to restrict their right
of interference in the government of the gild.
The yeomen gilds were often formed under colour of a
religious pretext, and the influence of the friars was a notice-
able factor in their formation 7. The journeymen Tailors of gilds.
London in 1417 sought permission to meet once a year for
religious purposes, but the petition was refused, " although
it is sought and prayed for under a pious pretext of good-
ness ", on the ground that it might lead to disturbances 8.
1  Lambert, Two Thousand Years of Gild Life, 205 (1490).
2  Letter Book K, 290.                                       s Letter Book L, 67.
4 Hist. MSB. Comm. Beverley, 95 (1496).
6 Smith, English Gilds, 332 (1482).
6  Webb, History of Trade Unionism, 7, would regard the journeymen
as having no ' voice in the proceedings '.
7  For the London Cordwainers, see infra, p. 403.   Another example
appears to be that of the York Cordwainers whose journeymen met ' at
the Friar Preachers ' : York Memorandum Book, i. 190.
8  Letter Book I, 187; Clode, Memorials of the Merchant Taylors, 516.
For Coventry and the St. Anne fraternity, see infra, p. 404.
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